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In Camden, ..
alessonin -
excellence

Success stories abound
at Medical Arts High

&y Marc Meltzer

Daily News Stoff Writer
In some weys, the students who
r. Charles E.
Arts High School
are no dlz‘e:euz from those at gther
schools in this struggling city.

“We still have typical teen-age
concerns— mood swings, hormone
swings still take place,” principal
Stephanie A. Branch said.

But such feelings rarely get the
upper hand.

“Between & and 3, there’s not
much time to think of foolishness.
We're mg,u,y sr:uc‘mrec she seid.
vith the Madical
Arts schom is .xeshm,c, for a dis-
trict that is trying to avoid a state
takeover effort 1ammed Dv the
mayor. And i
high dropo

a4
He high ;cnv:ns \&cca“uw Wilson
and Camden F
It's been an exper{r;ncn. the dis
trict wants to duplicate w
planned school for the performing
arts. And it's no wonder tha! Cam-
den is so enamorad of the idea
Indeed, since each one of

Medical Arts school's first graduat-
ing class has been acce:rec. 10 col-
lege and offered financial aid (ei-
theraschol arship or grant money),
the success is something Camden
cannol ignore.

One student got 2 Navy RQTC
scholarship for 580,000,

“These kids have earned
dollar the colleges are w g o
offer,” Branch said of the 51 seniors
who graduate June 17. “We've got
extremely high standards.”

The Medical Aris school opened
in the fall of 1994 on the fourth floor
of Qur Lady of Lourdes Medical
Center. Two years ago, it moved
into a former Bible factory on
Copewood Street, about two blocks
from the hospital in the city's Whit-
man Park neighborhood.
S:ud&"t Gagaral: Jac \.SO" sald

avery

cu.ss dew 'r.ﬂo-:.,d a’
nship.” But Jackson 2
Margerita, also rememn bf.x
ggles.

member when they had to
fight to keep it open m‘e: the fi
year” Margarita said. “There
people in :_b.e city who dida”
itwas needed. That it was setix g
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Science instructor James Gibbs works with students Spring Harris (left) and Carmen

]
1 nigh

some kind of elit sch ooi i

The students fought for Brim
When the seniors were icln-a“ac‘-
ers, the city held a2 bond referr:n-
dum on whether to sp‘.nd 83 mil-
liom to renovate the former Nelson
Bible Publishing Co.

“We made fliers at school. Passed
out the fliers, encouraged people 10
g0 out 1o vote,” Gejarah Jackson
Wehadtoworkiog
, 1o prove 1o the ¢
why we needed Me

tise with the students or the stu-
dents visit one of the ares’s medical
facilities to ‘shadcw" health- care
professionals.

“Basically, if you have young peo-
ple’s interest here, they'll want o
come 1o school,” Branch said, addA
ingthat in four years, student atten-
dance has not dropped from 90
percent.

Irs Joyz Rozier’s job as site coor-

r inter 1.31““‘,
dent '-’.FG “aﬂc""- one. T"
w&..C. ale
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erinary assistants and researchers.
Rozier said 2 key to the success ¢f
the program is convineing studenis
1o come back 1o the community
and work as health-care profession-
gls. That's why the school started in

the first place, because there
Weren't encugh I s in the

professional posit

“They need to be
They owe us — the
SC"‘OO‘ — they have t

spect because of 1t

and look." B
Daily News w

{ributed to this

ire services com-
report.

Students Edward Davis {‘eft\ and Jafnaf Mnes check airway of
CPR dummy in senior health class at Medical Arts schooi

niluenced

2 child’s stay
asant as pos
The room has ac
and books for child

"I don't like *o see

schoo' “‘45 “;.
the necessary. ski
successful college career.”

Senior Tyiesha Rogers,
wants to work in deu‘.is‘

“I want to do somet
helps other people,
She said baving animal
she was vounge* dogs, c

helped her learn how
a..'ld ap;ruc_ate life,

arship in pre-dent.

Wherever she gets Te
education, Rogﬂrs pledgedthatshe, |
oo, will come back t¢ Camden. |

|
“This is where I come from. 1 |
|
|

wart 1o help the city as much as
possibie.”

She hopes that some day, w.
down the road, Brimnum grad
can get together and fol
vhmc for Camcen resident

She said the medical arts
school has “brought
whole new level \’i.'hez:
started, I was quiet, mee
The staff, studenis, fa
helpec bring me 10 a ne
I'm more outgoing.” She’s
esident of her class. ®
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— Marc Melizer




